
February 2020 President’s Letter 
 
Did someone say that 2020 is an Election Year? It’s also a Leap Year, so you can get a jump on the voting 
season by casting your ballot in the SIPOA Board and Nominating Committee elections. Vote now please! 
 
We may not have the cachet that goes with a Senate seat (it’s close), but SIPOA has the responsibility of 
taking care of much of the local stuff – beaches, boardwalks, roads and drains, our lovely environment, 
the ever-popular Lake House – the list goes on and on. So please vote early (not often!) so that we get the 
Board we deserve, one that represents the interests of the entire Seabrook Island community. 
 
We have 6 (six) candidates running for 4 (four) three-year Board positions this year. All the candidates 
are well qualified and have presented themselves to the community and at  “Meet the Candidates” events. 
Their biographical data has been featured in Tidelines. They are (in alphabetical order); Chuck Cross, 
John Kinne, Ian Millar, Joe Penny, John Sesody, and Rich Siegel. You can vote for up to four of them; please 
take the time to read up on their background and positions and vote for those that you think will do the 
best job for the community. All this information is in Tidelines, as well as in the election package you 
received either via snail mail or electronically. The responsibility of a Board member is to set policy for 
the entire SIPOA organization; whether or not you know a particular candidate, please vote for all those 
you judge worthy of the responsibility. 
 
There are also 3 (three) candidates running for the Nominating Committee, an essential but little-
publicized part of SIPOA’s governance. Also in alphabetical order, the candidates are: Roni Berttucci, 
Melodie Murphy and Julia Thogmartin.  You can vote for up to two candidates. Again, please read their 
bios and vote for those you think best qualified. 
 
You’re also voting on the Annual Budget; please vote in favor, as the full SIPOA Board has already done. 
The Finance Committee, assisted by the staff and other operational committees, worked many hours to 
put together a Budget that’s consistent with the Strategic Plan and meets our projected needs for the next 
12 months.  The emphasis continues to be on drainage projects, infrastructure maintenance, cost-
effective security and good staffing.  We’re also keeping our eyes firmly fixed on long term needs, such as 
resurfacing our roads and recutting the Kiawah River at Cap’n Sams Inlet, both later in this decade. 
 
Together with the election package, you’re also receiving a “SIPOA Committee Volunteer” form. This is 
the way you can volunteer for one of the committees that do much of SIPOA’s heavy lifting. I’ve written 
plenty over the past year about the work that committees do, since they are such an essential part of 
SIPOA governance; please consider making a commitment to participate in this governance.  You own 
property on Seabrook island because you love the place, its facilities and environment, please make 
yourself part of the team that keeps it the way we love it. 
 
Each property owner in good standing is entitled to one vote; there are more than 2,500 properties. We 
need more than 1,100 votes cast by the time of the Annual Meeting to meet the quorum required by the 
Bylaws. So, vote now, please! 
 
We hope to see many of you at the Annual Meeting on Saturday February 15th at the Island House. Come 
one, come all and meet your Board and fellow property owners.  
 
Guy Gimson 
SIPOA President 


