
We are committed to
facilitating educational equity
and narrowing the opportunity

gap for our students. We ensure
that they are equipped with the
reading skills and support they
need to excel in their academic

paths, and in life.

BE A READING PARTNERS
AMBASSADOR!

Why We Do It 
In South Carolina, only 33% of fourth grade

students are at or above the proficient
level of reading for their grade. System-

wide challenges in public education, such as
insufficient funding, difficulty accessing

resources and technology, and large class
sizes, directly affect our students’ ability to

access the resources they need.  Studies have
shown that children who are unable to catch

up by fourth grade have an 88% probability of
never catching up, and are four times more

likely to drop out in high school.

Who We Are
We believe that literacy is a fundamental

right and that all children deserve the
opportunity to succeed. Reading Partners is a

national children's literacy nonprofit that
mobilizes and trains local volunteers to

empower aspiring readers in underserved
schools to read confidently at grade level
through one-on-one reading support.

How We Do It
Our program is individualized to meet student
needs. Our staff work with schools to identify
and assess K-5 students, and place them into

our evidence-based curriculum at the level
that is right for them. We provide year-long,
45 minute, one-on-one tutoring sessions

with volunteer tutors twice a week for each
student, as well as take-home books and

activities to reinforce skills. Ongoing
assessments and one-on-one interaction help
tailor and focus skill building for each student. 
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Flexible Tutoring Options
We are excited to be able to offer our traditional, in-person tutoring program, as well as

our virtual Reading Partners Connects video tutoring program for the 2021-22 school
year.  Tutors will be able to choose the tutoring format that is most convenient for them.

 
Going Beyond the Classroom with Family Engagement

Reading Partners is committed to engaging and empowering families in their students'
educational journey.  

Growth, Diversity, and Inclusivity
We have a renewed effort to respond to the persistence of educational inequity in our
community and country, and are ensuring that our programs, curriculum, staff, board,

partners, and volunteer base grow in diversity and inclusivity so as to be more
representative of and responsive to the population we serve. 

 
OUR FOCUS FOR 2021-22



No previous experience needed - We provide
training, an easy-to-follow curriculum, and regular
coaching.
Tutors work one-on-one with an elementary
school student for just over an hour, at least
once a week, for at least one semester, M-Th
during the hours of 8am-3pm.
In our in-person program, tutors work face-to-face
with our students in their schools. In our virtual
program, tutors work over video chat from their
home or office.
Tutors working in our virtual program need to have
a computer and a functioning webcam and
microphone.

We need Reading Partners like you!
Help us recruit volunteers, and
remember:

Have a positive attitude toward working
and learning with a student
Be open-minded and open to growth,
for both students and self
Be empathetic and understanding of
the challenges that learning to read can
present
Be invested in the community and in
students

what makes a great tutor?

An opportunity to directly impact a child’s life, now and long-term.
An opportunity to support educational equity and civic engagement, and contribute to the health and
strength of our community and our future. 
Community service hours with weekly opportunities for service.
New friendships and connections through our volunteer engagement activities and events.
Ongoing opportunities for learning and growth.

why join reading partners?
 

Reading Partners can offer tutors:


