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Next week’s partial lunar eclipse to be longest one of the century 
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Teddy and Patricia Prause of North Charleston view the lunar eclipse of the setting Super Flower Blood 
Moon at the Battery in Charleston on May 26. 

Sky-gazers are in for a treat next week. Not only will a full moon illuminate the 
sky, but the longest partial lunar eclipse of the century will be visible on Nov. 19 
from just about anywhere in the United States. 

A lunar eclipse occurs anytime the sun, Earth and moon are in alignment. 

NASA said next week’s partial eclipse will begin a little after 2 a.m. Nov. 19 for 
East Coast observers. It will reach its maximum at 4 a.m. The eclipse should be 
visible from any location where the moon appears above the horizon, NASA 
said. Most of the moon, except for a tiny sliver, will be in Earth’s shadow and 



take on a rusty, reddish color, said Liz Klimek, planetarium manager at the 
South Carolina State Museum. 

She said the moon will look the most red around 4 a.m. on Nov. 19. Soon after 
that time, it will begin to get lower in the sky and gradually return to its normal 
whitish color as it sinks into the west. 

“So you either have to stay up all night or get up really, really early in the 
morning,” Klimek said. “So that’s the disadvantage of it.” 

The eclipse will technically last for six hours, Klimek said, but viewers might only 
have a three-hour window to see it. Next week’s full moon is considered a micro 
moon because it will be farther away from the Earth than normal and appears 
smaller. 

When the moon is farther away from Earth, it orbits a little bit slower because it 
does not feel the gravity as much. So when the moon passes through that 
shadow from the Earth, it will be moving as slowly as it ever does, College of 
Charleston astronomy professor Joe Carson said. 

“The fact that you have an eclipse of perfect alignment of the sun, Earth and 
moon happening when the moon is so far away from the Earth is a pretty big 
coincidence,” Carson said. The last time this happened was in the 1400s when 
the famous Machu Picchu astronomical observatory was being built in Peru, he 
said. 

People who wish to view the eclipse won’t need special glasses or equipment, 
but the moon’s features and color could show up better with a pair of 
binoculars. 

“You either have to stay up all night or get up really, really early in the morning.” 
Liz Klimek 
Planetarium manager at South Carolina State Museum 

 
 
 


